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FOCUS ON 
Kings Valley Charter School Gardening Program

2019 PCF Board of Directors

COMMUNITY GRANT 2019

Philomath Community Foundation 
awarded a community grant this 

year to Kings Valley Charter School 
to help cover the cost of building 
a fence for its community garden. 
Giving and growing great things 
together is at the heart of PCF, and 
the KVCS gardening program shows 
how this can happen when people 
give together. Whether gifts of labor, 
plants, materials, or quarters from 
piggy banks, the community at large, 
parents, and the children themselves 
support the gardening program in 
some way because they care about it. 
Gardening instructor, Lua Siegel, was 
hired in 2015 to run the program on 
the new agricultural site, 10 acres 
of land (held in a community trust), 
located next to the school. The 
gardening program uses a small 
portion. Once covered waist-high 
in feed grass, the area now has fruit 
trees, raised beds, rows for planting, 
and an herb garden. 

Initially, the gardening program had 
no budget. Students used cardboard 
collected from recycling bins to 
flatten grass. The first raised beds 
were built using donated, discarded 
cedar fence wood and straw. Lack of 
a budget also meant lack of a fence. 
Elk scat was commonly found in the 
garden plot. Deer would browse 
the lower branches of trees. Plants 
thriving without water one summer 
(when the program partnered with 
the OSU extension on a pilot run of 
dry farming) proved too tempting for 
hungry deer, which ate down the tops 
of tomatoes, peppers, and squash.
The 9-ft. high fence with access gates 
was completed in June. It protects a 
75 x 150 ft. area so critters no longer 
have free access. 
Growing fruits and vegetables has 
helped students learn about plant 
growth. Research by a 2nd-3rd grade 
class led to the implementation 
of  vermiculture. A bird garden 
was designed by 4th-5th grade 
students and then built. KVCS’s 
gardening program allows learning 
to flow between garden and 
classroom, through hands-on 
experiential learning. 

Recipients 2018 
BENTON FURNITURE SHARE

 BENTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BENTON COUNTY JUVENILE DEPT. 

PHILOMATH ROTARY CLUB
Salmon & Jazz Event

PHILOMATH COMMUNITY SERVICES

PHILOMATH SCOUT LODGE 
Veterans Memorial Dinner

PHILOMATH YOUTH ACTIVITIES CLUB
Community Carnival

WE CARE

PHILOMATH HIGH SCHOOL
Cross Country — Paul Mariman  

Invitational
Senior All Night Party

“Children in all grades K–7 love 
going to the garden. They are 
happy being outdoors year 

‘round and working, building, 
harvesting and especially 
eating! They will try whatever 
they can pull from the garden!” 

– Lua Siegel 
 Gardening Instructor

Philomath Community 
Foundation is committed to 
serving the needs of youth and 
family, assisting the elderly 
and fostering community 
service, including arts and 
economic development. 
The PCF fulfills its mission as a 
501(c)(3) foundation by:
• Encouraging private giving 

to charitable endowments 
for the public good

• Providing a flexible tax-
exempt way for donors with 
diverse philanthropic inter-
ests to make gifts benefiting 
the community

• Carrying out grant and gift 
making programs that are 
visionary, inclusive and 
enhance the quality of life in 
the Philomath community

Grants invest in the community and 
are awarded to support community 
projects and activities that benefit 
Philomath area residents. A local 
nonprofit may submit a letter of 
request for funding to Philomath 
Community Foundation throughout 
the calendar year for consideration.

PCF Community Grants 

OUR MISSION

 ● 



2018 Distribution of Funds

Growth in Assets 2009 – 2018
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Asset Growth & Financial Impact
The Foundation ended its first year of 
operation with less than $10,000 in assets. 
Year end 2018, assets were $640,000. Since 
1998, the Foundation has distributed a 
total of $394,325 in the form of community 
grants, distributions from fiscal sponsored 
funds, and scholarships. Your gifts helped 
make this possible. Thank you! 

As assets 
grow, 
greater 
amounts 
become 
available for 
distributions.

2018 Asset Investment Allocation

Scholarships
19%

Elderly 3%
Communication 2%

Administration 1%Youth & Family 8% 

Arts 1%
Community Service 4%

Lilly’s Lope 
for Hope
20%

Forestry Boosters
42%

Cash & Short-term 
Securities
18%

U.S. Bonds
5%

Fixed Assets
21%

U.S. Stocks
39%

Non-U.S. Stocks
16%

Non U.S. Bonds
1%

Scholarships invest in the future of our 
community’s youth, helping them with their 
transition into adulthood. Contact us to 
learn how to establish a scholarship fund.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Recipients 2018
ADJUST YOUR SAILS SCHOLARSHIP

Evelyn Blythe
CODY JAMES PATTERSON 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Kenan Conner
DWIGHT B. GRASS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Meghan Erickson, Carolyn Lillis
KRIEN-HAGEL SCHOLARSHIP

James Howell
MCRAE-DICKEY STEM SCHOLARSHIP

Meghan Erickson
MCRAE-DICKEY STEM+ SCHOLARSHIP

Zoe Boynton 
Makenna Noel

PCF YOUTH RECOGNITION AWARD
Sarah Buddingh 
Miriam Coskey

PHILOMATH PUBLIC SCHOOLS SCHOLARSHIP
Jensen Davis, Anna Leonard

RUSS HUNT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Shelby Carver 

McKenzie McHuron-Guss

Recipients 2019
ADJUST YOUR SAILS SCHOLARSHIP

Maryn Gerding
CODY JAMES PATTERSON MEMORIAL

SCHOLARSHIP
Marshall Brattain

MCRAE-DICKEY STEM SCHOLARSHIP
Reya Fairbanks

MCRAE-DICKEY STEM+ SCHOLARSHIP
Jaime Chambers

PCF YOUTH RECOGNITION AWARD
Jeremy Schaffer, Ella Skinkis

PCF VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOLARSHIP
Tristan Pindell

PHILOMATH PUBLIC SCHOOLS SCHOLARSHIP
Hailey Matthews

RUSS HUNT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Emma Matthews
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We communicate with you this year, having celebrated in 2018 20 years of serving 
the greater area Philomath community. Over those years, we have become 
your local community foundation, uniquely based in the Philomath area — 
representing local values and concerns.
As we begin a third decade of service, we continue to promote local philanthropy 
and to partner with others in supporting projects that meet community needs. 
The recent Castle Family Forest gift of 20 acres of timberland, near Wren, now has 
roadways and a pad for the property shelter that should be in place by the end of 
summer. These improvements will allow students at all grade levels the opportunity 
to benefit from this wonderful outdoor classroom.
We take seriously our role as caretakers of endowed funds and major gifts that make 
possible the distribution of grants and scholarships.
We thank local donors for their generosity and confidence in our foundation 
to support their vision of giving back to the community. We look forward to 
continued service.
Joe Malcom, President
Philomath Community Foundation
www.philomathcommunityfoundation.com

A Letter from PCF President Joe Malcom

Philomath Community Foundation
P.O. Box 1000
Philomath, OR 97370

philomathcommunityfoundation.com
philomathcf@yahoo.com

Philomath Community Foundation
P.O. Box 1000
Philomath, OR 97370


